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Extraordinarily Great Values in
Our Cloak and Suit Department.

Adieetives in advertising may or may not mean much. * It depends more upon from what
sonrce they cmanate rath v than what strength they possess. A headline, as the above, means
a great deal mnphies exactly what it is meant to—and nsures precisely what

\\il. il ‘.mt'i b | 54

it tells of. The month of March was inchined to be of a leonine nature, thus affecting sales in
the mannfacturing and wholesale Jdistricts severely.  New York suit and waist manufacturers
fonnd themselves with enormous stocks on hand. - A number of the most prominent accepted
our offer for their most choice garments at

Fully One-Third Less Than Usual Prices.

We shall place these goods on sale at the same ratio as we bought them, thus insuring
purchasers extraordinarnily great values on new and most desirable ready-made garments, This
chance to buy more cheaply than ever must surcly be appreciated.

Silk Waists.

We offer at $1.45 a splendid Rlack Taffeta
Silk Waist, hned thronghout, and handsomely
trimmed with mlad satin on the bias

Orur line of Taffeta Silk Waists at
shows some exceedingly attractive vaiues both
m plain amd fancy striped Taffetas.  Hemstitch-
Fully worth $0.75.

Golf Capes.

Remember that the Golf Cape, just as the
bicyele, has come to stav. It is considered as
an absolute necessity for traveling, mountain,
or seashore. We have just received twenty-
seven new ones, which, in conjunction with our
present stock, we shall offer at much less than
prevailing prices for equal quality and beauty.

g
S5.75

e and tncked effeets.

Women'’s Tailored Suits.
Ertom or Dox Jacket, Taffeta  Silk - lined:
skirts handsomely trimmed with buttons  and

Percalme-lined.  Owing  to
$12.85

Women’s Jaunty Jackets.

. We place on sale our entire stock of Spring
| Jackets, in conjunction with the specially pur-
chased Iines. They should not last long at the
Hollowing abbreviated prices: '

our fortunate purchase they
.L:II

""""" EASETATRES All $10.50 Jackets go at $6.85.

All $512.75 Jackets go at $7.85.
Fton Fly-iront or Dox Jacket Suits — Ma- At the latter price there are two Tans, size
terals are the most correct — Homespuns, | 38: one Tan, size 36: one Tan, size 34; also
Cheviots, Coverts, &c.  Jackets are lined one 34, two 36, two 38 in Gray, and one 36m

throughout with best Taffeta Silk: skirts Jined
with best Percaline. The finish and style of both
Jackets and Skirts are this season’s most pop- |

ular effects. This is undoubt-
$16.85

Back.
All $16.50 Jackets go at $10.85.

~In Tans there are two in size 34, three in
size 30, and three in size 38, In Black there are
two m size 34 and in cach of the following
FHIZL’:‘J 306, 38, 40 and 42.
} $17.50 Jackets go at $11.75.

CUme 34 in Tan: also two 36 and two 38,

edly the best value of the

scason. Your chaoice ] T

Suits that would sell reg-
ularly for $30, $32 and 333

gointhissalefor. ... . ...

$22.00

$18.50 Jackets go at $12.45.

- . . One 36 and two 3R, in Tan.

t 1sn't necessary to go into detail regard-

- . 3 . = A SLhn i f n

g this line, for the values are surprisingly $19.75 Jackets go at $13.75.
great. The linings, finish and style of each gar- | Of Tan Cloth, two 36; in Black, one 36
nent are periect. and one 40.

Parker, Bridget & Co.,
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Head-to-Foot Qutfitters, Pa. Ave. and 9th
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Quaker guns
black. e ook

that is, the trunks of trees | were made from the trunks of hardwood
like cannon—have often | trees, shaped, bored by means of red-hot
. % LS R ) | Plpes from the sugar mills, dried in hot-afr
been used to decelve the enemy, but in th | denughts and bound with strong ox hides.
Chinese clvll wars of three years ago a¢- | They made fairly serviceable artillery, one
tual cannon made of woud were used. They | piece being fired more than 100 times be-

fore showing signs of weakness. The pro-
Jectiles were serap iron, stones and fire-
hardened clay. At the taking of Amoy
Wooden cannon used by the Chinese were
found wd bamboo artillery has been em-
ployed by the Japanese.
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FINANCES -OF SPAIN

—e

Efforts to Reform-the Condition of
Its Treasory,

T0 INCREASE GOVERNMENT RECEIPTS

Proposed Imposition of an Income

Tax.

TOCUTDOWN INTEREST RATES
e e

The complete reorganization of Spanish
finances is expected to follow soon upon
the heels of the payment of the Phillppine
indemnity by the United States. It is gen-
erally recognized among European finan-
ciers, and the facts have been communicat-
ed to the State Department, that it {s not
possible for Spaln to pay the interest upon
her old debt, the debts resulting from the
war with the United States, amd the obli-
gations formerly paid from the colonial
revenues, but assumed by the Spanish
treasury since the loss of the colonies he-
cause these loans had the guarantec of the
nation. There has thus far been a brave
effort at Madrid to meet obligations as they
matured, and the latter part of March wit-
nessed  an improvement in Spanish  ex-
change upon the Paris and other bourses
which carried {t above the quotations before
the recent war,  This rise was attributed
in part to the return of the Spanish capi-
tal to the peninsula which had been invest-
ed in the West Indies, but will not be left
there under doubtful conditions as to the
future soverelgnty of Cuba, The fact that
the war ciame to an end with 4 peace some-
what humiliating to Spain, but without a
revolution, also contributed to the fall in
the premium on gold, which carried the
value of the Spanish paper peseta to about
S oper cent of the gold value. This im-
provement in flnancial conditions does not,
however, justify the belief that the Spanizh
governmment can obtain the revenue neces-
sary to pay the interest on the great debt
which has been accumulated.

The ministry was even criticised by some
of the financial journals for making the
liat gquarterly interest payments in full by
meins of 4 temporary loan instead of re-
serving the money thus emploved for the
readjustment of the debi. Prof. lLweroy-
teaulien, the eminent editor of L'Econo-
miste Francais, in the igsue of that Journal
fur April 1 suwns up the war expenses at
S0 ) ) franes (BRSO N 0) exelusive of
the old Cuban debt which has becn
sumesd, which adds 9S0000, 000 francs $100,-
LN, The interest upon these obliga-
tions at 5 per ceent, which s the lowest
rtate Spain would be able to obtain, would
amount to about S0,

Deficit on 01d Debts,

The old debts of the home government de-
manded 35,000,000 franes in the budget of
188, out ol total estimates of SO GKNLK)
franes, There wus a detfietency even upon
this hasis, The situation, therefore, Prof.
Lerov-Beaulieu declares, 1s that S50, 000, (460
franes will be required from the debt serv-
oo, amil oat least SO0 0G0M0 francs fer the
orditnary expenses of the government, while
receipts have never. exceeded  T50,000, 000}
fruncs, There {s, therefore, an obvious defieit
of Aoo om0 franes (3550000000 or 4) per
cent beyond the present resourcesof the gov-
crnment. It is not possible to in ase the
receints 6O § ent, as would be required
to wine out this detielt.

Franee came the nearest of any nation to
deing this, in her €fforr to meet the wir
indemnity of 1571, when she inereased her
tnx collections from 1,900 franes in
INGD 1o 25INGERLO00 franes In I8T4, an ad-
viance of - * cent, but France was an
Immensely richer nation and her resources
woere much more edastic. M. Leroy-Beau-
leu thinks it possible that the gap to be
bridged might be redaeced, Hy inerense in
texation and some cconomies at home, to
I i franes, Thiz amount, he thinks,
the bonitholders will have to meet In the
reduction of their interest, and the entire
leess witl fall upon about A2 00000 franes

as-

(i inual interest ohlzations, since a large
fontingg debt ineluding that to the Bank of
Spain, will have to he financed at [T,

He believes that a reduction of Interest
to the ald bondbolders, bath at home anid
abreaud, 10 this degree, with a promise of a
share in future IMprovements In receipts

s9 injurious to national intere
calternative proposition. whien s
soussed in Spadn, of a tax of 2 or

it upon megotiable  securities,

The latter proposition, he  fears,  would
stifle rationa) Industrles which ure now
Lpon g sSalvent hasls,

Proposed Increasced Taxation.
Tt minister, Villa-
verde, 18 preparing to inerease wxiation and
ke andrrangement with the bondholders
as creditable us the clreumsinnees of Spain
will permir.

new finanes Senor

v heen almost con-

i
s
years in the ordinary

stant oe-fichis for many
i bisdget of '8 n, but these will prob-
aldy be brought to an end when o complete
program of finanecial reform has been pass-

cd through the cories, Senor Villavemle
Propases some new taxes on gleohols, on
putraleum, on native and forelgn sugars,

aiud, above all, from a

cheine which would
very popular in Spaln, van impuesio
lag utilldades" In the vernacular,
virtually a sort of Income tax, that woniale!

tse the present very Heght tax of 3 per
all

upon state, provincial, municipal
: irities of every sort, to put
the holders thereof on a level with the land-
ed Interests that pay from 18 to 22 per cent
of their revenue, and with the industrial
and commereial clisses, that also pay very
heavy taxes. The present premier, Stiveln,
amd the finance minister have foreshadowed

that they expect to be well received by
the majority of Spaniards, who  have
congtantly demanded a fTalr redistribution

of taxes to make all subjects contribute to
the inereasing burdens of the budget, but
nelther have so far allowed their intentions
to transpire In regard to the extension of
auch a tax to the coupons of the external
debls and treasury debts hitherto exempted
from all imposts. These seem to be the
most likely deviees to which the conservi-
tive government intends to resort.
Resumption of Gold Payments.

It 18 not unlikely that the reorganization
nf the finances of the Spanish government
will result in the resumption of gold pay-
ments by the Bank of Spain. The bank has
struggled courageously to ald the treasury
in malntaining public eredit and has kept
118 notes, throughout the critical events of
the last two years, considerably above the
guld value of the greenbacks {ssued by the
United States treasury during the civil war,
The commerclal operations of the bank
have been sound in the main and its credit
would not have been Impalred If the gov-
ernment had not insisted upon the abuse of
the note-tssuing power In order to provide
paper money to meet public expenditures,
Only for a short time wuas there any de-
mand upon the bank for the redemption of
its notes in coin. Gold payments have heen
suspended for some vears, and the notes of
the bank were far above the bulllon value
of sllver. There came a time, however,
after the disasters at Santiago, when the
standing offer of the bank to redeem its
notes in silver was availed of to a limited
extent. The bank paid silver freely, and
the demand for it was of short duration,

A wrlter In a recent issue of a Paris tinan-
cinl journal declares that ‘“‘at Barcelona,
where the exchange of notes for silver was
carried on upon a large scale, the public
now complains that the branch of the Bank
of Spain, instead of paying checks in notes,
pays them in part in silver, which very
much wearies the holders.”” There is a sur-
plus of silver, especially five-peseta pleces
¥ cents), and it is evidently believed that
the bank will eventually resume pavments
upon the gold basis at some higher rate
than the bullion value of silver. The Mad-
rid mint has coined 156,000,000 pesetas in
five-peseta pieces since July last, and the
Bank of Spain has witnessed an increase of
fts stlver holdings from 195,000,000 pesetas
on December 1, 1808, to 2UZ000,000 pesetas
at the close of March. The result seems to
have been similar to the operation of the
Sherman law in the United States, in mak-
ing silver a redundant and undesirable cur-
rency. .

“I sometimes believe that If T were sud-
denly to drop through a hole in the earth
nobody would care a cent.”

“Oh, brace up. Don't take such a dismal
view of things. It surely isn't so bad as
you think. Don't you owe anybody any
meney 7"—Chicego News. e

All Washington A-talking

About Qur Great Sale of

Swell Oxford Ties.

We contracted last winter for enormous quantities of
Oxford Ties—knowing that this would be the greatest known

Oxford-Tie season.

We are offering for a few days some of our most popu-
lar lines at special prices—as an incentive to get you to visit
our stores this week—so that we can prove to vou that we
are showmg at least five times as many styles as any other
local store. 'We are quite sure that our Oxfords are more

P I
‘-., . -
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: comfortable, pretticr and more durable than any vou will buy for the price in this city, ::‘,
Our stores were packed with appreciative buyers all day—we know these prices will ':’f
continue to make this sale the busiest Shoe event of the season, i
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Ladies” Muannish-shape Patent Leather Men's Strictly Renel Hand-made ; ‘I
Hand-sewed Welted-sole Oxford Ties, Best Tan Willow ¢alf (ixfords ,"Q
the Nobibiest Style produced this season. on the Very Latest, Smnrtest Shape, — ‘,lq!
Our regulur 3 Shoes, 2150 15 the price the prevailing &6 quallties, bat Our » L
at other sturt.'s,--ﬁt}'h__- G18, 52 35 $4 Shoes, Style 701, '-“
Special Sale Price.  ..issanies ° Special Sale Price...ccuvvuss $3 -35 *e
'

vl

Styles 4 I ks 50, — .
e 5 “[,?r' i‘;‘:.i} ‘E'inﬁrls_ﬁ.: :‘;‘;:d;:*" These 3 Popular Men's £3.50 Oxfords: — Sig
Fine Hand-sewed Oxford les, “‘H’_\'!v L I:!.:hi Marsnin lem | r-~.-_dq. i
Mude of Flnest Tan and Black Kid, 3 F illm'. tisck Ticl id f‘"-" B4
With or Without Silk Vesting Tops, Iest Patent .lf'-'lTllpr O Tords, 344
Feather-weight Turn Soles, —and Welted yle. Beauty aud Comlort thiere are b e
Stout Flexible Soles, Sy g $2 85 .
Special Sale Price......ouu.. $u ngg Special Sale Price.seswesissins ° b ¢

$2 Elegant Black Viel Kid Oxfords, o wved Walt Oxford Tios >
Extension-edge Soles, Military Heelg, -?:lln'::-l‘f‘!--"it";t ‘.‘d“ ':'I1|I| ‘l'li:...::!l"dfrl ’:llll' ' '
[ =] I?itl auml Patent Laeather Tipped. - Latest Stvle Tos for Young Men —also
1521 Styles 410, 326 and 328 - Round Tos or the Soft Blnck Russlon Coltskin Plaln Wide- :
Poe Maunieh Bhape Tor Wome $]1 37 toe Oafurds for tender fevt. 3
"'_ Special Sdle Price..ovmesuanns ° Special Sale Price. ceennnnnn. $2935
Styles 200, 214 and 254, — Hand-sewm] : i »
Tirn-sole Oxfords for Ladies, Soft Men's 250 Calf Weltsd-mole Calf Oxfonds
Choovlitte und Black Viel Kid, Medinm Black Kid Suuthern Ties, also Styies
Ttound Toe, Patent Tipped, or Muaunish 403 nod 45, thoee Nobby Tan Witlow
Toe, with Kid Tips. Calf and Kid Oxfonds $ |
'Y “Special Sale Price...........91.19 Special Sale Price. ........... 91.95
b2
Two Styles Ladies’ $1.00 Kid Oxford Ties.
Ladies™ patent tip hand-sewed Kid One Strap Sandals
5 al als.
1eepe "1 ‘e Jag . = ~
Thi K .\hsmf fmtl Children’s white, chocolate and black kid $1.00 erade
is Week. Spring Heel Sandals and Oxiords, all sizes up to Ladies’ 6.
. |
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pension office,

In point of Importance as an administra-
tive officer the commissioner of penslons
exercises an authority greater than a cab-
inet officer. Although nominally under the
direction of the Secretary of the luterior,
the commissioner of pensions can p
penston cladm awarding thousands of
lirs without the consent of any other offi-
clal, The Seeretary of the Interior, on the
uther hand, before he can make any appro-
priation or draw any money, must first get
the consent of the Secretary of the
ury.

Another Story.

But the influence and importanee of the
commissioner of pensions, as Rudyard Kip-
Hng wottld say, Is another story, in connec-
tion with this one, whose purpose it
give the several avenues through which an

| Bome detalls of the career of Decrion

= to |

application for peusion must pass before it |

finally receives the official  signature of
the commisstoner of pensions, which is the
last step prior to the writing of the chodk.

When a claim for pension s filed
reaches the department through the mails
aml is recelved in the mailing  division,
whers it is properly stamped.  From there
it goes to the record division, where it is
examined as to formality of the declaration
and attorneyvshin, 1If the declaration is in
due form, and the attorney of record in
good standing, the claim is referred to a
searcher whose business it is to see that no
prior claim has been filed. If such is the
casge, the application is jacketed, numbered
and recorded In what s known the
“state book,” which agrees with the state
from which the applicant enlisted.  When
an original clalm is filed a notification card
1 sent to the attorney of record. The ap-
plication Is then sent to the division 1o
which it belongs., For it must be Known
that the pension burenu is divided into divi-
slons, as well as any other great oeflice.
There are the eastern, western, middle,
southern and old war and navy divisio
respectively, which latter adjudicates
claims arising from service in wars prior
to the civil war, and all regular army and
navy claims.

First Action Taken.

The first action taken by the pension
office in adjudicating a cialm i= to deter-
mine whether the allegations contained in
the declaration are suflicient, if sustained,
to constitute a cleim for pension. It is of
the greatest importance that the declara-
tion shall contain a clear and intelligent
description of all the digabilities for which
the penslon {s clalmed, as well as the man-
ner in which they were contracted. This
constitutes the first Important considera-
tion in the adjudication of the claim, for
upon the decision of the proper officials in
this matier depends the life of the clalm,
If, upon investgation, it is found that the
allegations are insufficient, that the causes
are vague and the diseases non-pensionable,
the declaration is not admitted, and dies
If, on the other hand, the allegations are
accepted as sufficlent, the claim iz placed
on the list, and a call i8 immediately mede
upon the War or Navy Department. as the
case may be, for the military or naval rec-
ord of the soldler or sallor. In many cuases
it is the widow who is applying for pension.
Upon the receipt of this report, if favor-
able, the applicant (if it be the soldler or
satlor himself) is ordered before a board of
medieal pension examiners for examination.
Each state has several of these boards,
The District of Columbia has three. The
members are paid by fees for each examina-
tion.

When the applicant presents himself with
his papers the dootors make a careful ex-
amination of him with especial reference
to the diseases for which he applies for
pension, and the boand makes its report to
the pension office In due time. When the
evidence iz all completed the examiner to
whom the ecase Is referred prepares it for
admission or rejection. From the examiner
it goes to the board of review, where the
evidence is agadn scrutinized and the ¢lalm
finally passed upon.

Renders Assistance.

Where it is found upon examination that
the evidence is Insufficient, the bureau
assists the claimant by referring the case
to the special examination divislon. There
is a large force of speclal examiners in
the field, and ome of these examiners is
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So far, his has been kept
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has undergone at the hands of M. Flory
has It is =aid, revealed - fact that,
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examination he
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espionage, sl are in prison in Germany
are
worth This master of
who possessed a little
found himself In the suburhs of Metz
where he made the acguaintance of two
commercial travelers, to whom he proposed
the following undert: *“1 want for a
M ordered of me a
few views of the fortifications of Colmar
amd the neighboring towns.
photographic outfit. Do not be particular
the expense, The more vou do the
more will you carn.,

givine. swindlinge,

money at that time,

few days and 1 hops that on my return
my colleetion of views will Lhw more com-
plete and more numerous.”" The two ama-
teurs of photography fully believed ther
interlocutor, who dabbled in painting at
the hotels he patronized, and was con-

stdered a gifted artist,

Decrion, to convinee the yvoung commeér-
clal travelers, gave o vach of them 125
france for expenses. They set to work, and
Deerion left the country. He came™ from
Metz to Paris, and, it Is stuted, went to
the German embassy, where he talked in a
manner suffclently mysterious to interest
the intelllgenee deépartment of the German
empire. He pointed out to the German
functionaries that, belng an agent of the
detective department of France, he posses-
sed the most powerful means of scarching
everyvwhiere,

“It is thus”™ he said. “that I have just
discoverad that two French spies are in-
stalled in the suburbs of Colmar with the
mission to photograph the fortress of that
town."”

The Germarn embassy, as can be easily
Imagined, ordered an inquiry to be made,
and finally our pseudo-photographers were
arrested, They protested, but in wvain,
Judged with closed doors and condemned to
ten yvears in a fortress, they are at the pres-
ent moment explating thefr excess of faith
in Decrion. The two men were soid to Ger-
muany by Deerion, who hoped to Insplre con-
fidence in the government of William 11, 1t
is denied that they wore emploved in any
WAy at the detective department or any
other afffeial service.

Let me now turn to the other spies, or
what are belleved to be such, for difference
of opinion prevails on the subject. A fort-
night ago, at the time of the fAloods, o cart
which does the postal service in the neigh-
borhood of St. Etlenne was passing over a
wooden bridge, when the violence of the
current washed it away, and evervthing
was believed to he lost; but such was not
the case. Among the objects saved were
two sacks of letters and telegrams. The
letters which happened to be In the middle
of the sacks were almost intact, but the
addresses of those which were on the out-
side were obliterated. They were opened in
order to find to whom they belonged. One
of them, as near as could be made out, was
addressed to the agent of a powerful for-
eigner, who safd: *“I send yvou the two pho-
tographs you demanded, with three views
of the works in question. 1 presume you
recelved my preceding letter a week ago,
and that you have responded, as 1 wished,
in cipher, 10 St. Etienne. Please acknowl-
eédge the reception of the present at the
same address."” To this letter were joined
two photographs of the forts recenty added
to the works of defense on the French
coasts and three views of the fortresses.
This letter was sent to the under-secretary
of posts and telegraphs, who in his turn
transmitted it to the war minister. There
still remained a part of it lllegible, but
under chemical process the writing reap-
peared, and it was then discovered that the
letter was of the highest importance. At
least, so we are told.

An active watch was kept at the post
office of St. Etlenne. The reply arrived
from the country designated in the letter,
but at the same time a note was received
from the post office begging the master to
forward the letter to Paris. A second note

waseceived In Paris saying that the letter

taken |

Here is a good |

I am going away for a |
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AND SATLORS' ORPITANS,

SOLDIERS

A I'lea for Funds to Extablish a1 Home
Nenr Washington,
In a letter just and heine widely

cireuluted Mre, H. M. Wharton of 504 North
Ioward street, Balthmore, the oreanizor
and suceessful manager of the Wharton
orphanages, makes an esarnest plea in be-
half of the immeliate establishment of A
home for soldiers’ and sallors’ orphans in
the wviecinity of Washington, The Wharton
orphanages, which are conduected for the
care of destiute chlldren, are  thrs in
number—the Whoesoever Farm at Luray,
Va.: the Willud Home at Ocean Grove, N,
J., and the Wharten Industrial School for

Caolored Children at Charlotte, N, O,

In the circuiar mentioned Mr. Wharton
submits that the people of the United
States cculd not bhotter express the appre-
| cltation they have for the army and navy
flag and their gratitude to God than by
closing this century by the estahlishment

of a home and =chool for the orphan chll-
dren of the soldiers and sallors, Most of
ihe men, he siates, who are dying in hos-

pitals or upon the battiefields of far distant
lands are poor men, and thelr small support
will leave nothing for the care and «duca-
tion of their children.

At the beginning of the Spanlsh-Amer-
ican war, he says. he offered 10 the govern-
ment, free of charge, such room as the in-
stitutions were able to give far the care of
the children of our soldlers, and the offer
was promptly accepted. He now proposes
to raise $H0,000 during this year to extablish
a home and farm industrial school for the
boyvs and girls of the brave men who are
giving their lives for their country. Every
father and mother and patriotic citizen, he
thinks, should feel like responding to this
call. He says $50000 will be sufficient to
establish the home, and any cne can help
by s=ending money. hy seadiog oul letlers
to their friends, by starting a chain letter
or forming a circle or society 0 raise
money, or any honorable way which may
occur to them. A receipt will be s=2nt to
each, and thelr names enrollad among the
founders, provided at least one doliar is
send.

The home will be located near Washing-
ton city, and the children cared for, edu-
catedd and taught a trade, and provided
homes or a position when they leave,

It will be conducted us the homes now
under his control, not ns asyvlums or instie
tutions, but as homes, with cottages and
“mothers,” and the free privileges of chil-
dren in a family.

Mr. Wharton refers to Justice IHarlan,
B. H. Warner, S8enator Louis E. McCo
ex-Senator Gorman, the governor of Vir-
ginia, Gen. Joe Whesler, Gen. John B, Gur-
don, Gen. Fitzhugh Lee and Gen, Nelson
A. Miles.

—_————

Mrs. Madison—"1 heard that that Mrs,
Beacon from Boston is a brilHant conversas«
tlonalist ?**

Mrs. Upton—"Well, she isn't, I met her af

a musicale yesterday and she hardly had g
word to say."—Broekiyn Life, -



